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ABSTRACT

The article presents a list of ornamental and useful plants cultivated on Huahine Island in French
Polynesia. These are flowering plants with unique visual and fragfeatees, such agrangipani
Tree,Tiare Tahitj Gardienia, Bougainvilledlibiscus TreeBlue Water Lily, Ti PlantYlang Ylang,
Madagascar Rosy Periwinki@rchid. These plants belong to the traditional and cultural characteristics
of Huahine Island, as in the entire French Polynesia.

Keywords Ornamental plants, useful plants, essential oil plants, perfumery industry, Huahine
Plumeria alba, Gardenia tahitensis, Gardenia augusta, Bougainvillea gldiifziscus tiliaceus,
Nymphaea capensis, Cordylinfuticose, Cananga odorata, Cathanranthus roseusPhaius
grandifloras,Orchid

1. INTRODUCTION

Huahing an island in the Pacific Ocean, in French Polynesia, within the Leeward Islands
group, located in the archipelago of the Society Islands. The island is a commune with the same
name. During the high tide, two islands are formed: Huahine Nui and Hu#hine |

There are about 5,800 permanent residents (Polynesians) living on the island, its area is
about 75 kmj . The highest peaks on the isla
Pohuerahi (462 m elevation) mountains on Huahindt lias discovered byames Cook in
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1769 during a British scientific expedition to the Pacific Ocean. Currently, the island is a tourist
centre, as well as a place for copragassing and vanilla cultivatiqiirigs 1 & 2).

Away from Tahiti about 170 km, Huahine consists of smnealler isletd Huahine Nui
and Huahine Iti. Rich vegetation and landscape unchanged by man give this island a somewhat
wild character. White, sandy beaches and a crystal clear lagoon are an ideal spot for a break
from the hustle and bustle. Thanks to fiéxile soil on the island, vanilla is intensively grown.
Being on the island, it is worth visiting its plantations and the Botanical Garden Eden Park,
where, apart from admiring the nature, you can buy original preserves prepared rom exotic
fruits. The sland also has archaeological sites from the period before the Europeans arrived.
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Fig. 2 Huahine IslandiFrench Polynesia
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2. RESULT
2. 1.Frangipani Tree (Tipanie) Plumeria alba

Tipanie s the real symbaif the tropical Paradis@he Polynesian people usually wear
thetipaniebehind their ear even though its sap is toxic. The large variety of this plant includes
flowers ranging in color from white to purple (even pink and oranidey.blossoms enhance
public areas and beautify tmen(Figs 3: a & B [1, 2].

Figure 3a.Plumeria albal.

Figure 3b. Plumeria albal.
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2. 2.Tiare Tahiti (Tiare Maohi) Gardenia tahitensis

TheTiare Tahitiis theemblem of our islandsThe sweescentof this pure white flower
fills the air of our gardens and public places. We all love weartrageatahiti behind our ear,
men like flower buds and women prefer open flowers. But wearing a flower usually follows a
funny custom: the taken persons should wear the flower behind their left ear, and the single
person should wear it behind their right ear. Polyneg&ople created this custom to signal
whet her theyore available for romance or not
We also usdiare tahiti to make flower leis to offer our guests as a warm and generous
welcome. Th&iare Tabhitiis one of the main components of the famdus h i t i(coddouh o p
oil for the skin), which is often sold with a drigdre inside the bottle (Fig 4: a & b) [3, 4].

Figure 4b. Gardenia tahitensi®C
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2. 3.Gardienia (Tiare Taina) Gardenia augustaMerr (Gardeniajasminoides]. Ellis)

The tiaretaina, Tahitian name of the Gardenia, is indisputabiyE Polynesian rose
The plant flowers from September to February. During this period, you can wear this beautiful
rose behind your ear or enjoy it iflawer lei or a bidal bouquet (Fig5: a & b) [58].

Figure 5b. Gardenia augustMerr
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2.4Bougai nvi | |Bawainviltaglabréd a u )

The bougainvillea is greatly appreciated in French Polynesia. The women praise the
beauty of their bougainvillea because of its large panel of colors from purple to pure white in
their gardens. This plant can be grown as an ornamental tree or dwarf ciadamire garden
and even aa bonsai plant inside the house §éga & b) [312].

Figure 6b. Bougainvillea glabraChoisy
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2. 5.Hibiscus Tree (Purau)Hibiscus tiliaceus

In French Polynesia, thmuraublooms all along the shoreline of our islands and also likes
other water pointsuch as lakes and rivers. Its seeds float on the water pushed by the wind and
currents and take root when they reach a new shore. The flower (similar to their cousin, the
hibiscus) haghe ability to change color throughout the daythe morning its petals open
yellow then become orange and fade to red brick at night. The Polynesian people enjoy its
welcomed shade, and use the fallen flowers for medicine and the leavesogscatoplates.
Thewood s used to manufacture canoes and paddl e
skirto called in Tahitianrmore,and other components tifeir traditionddance costume (Figs
7:a&b)[1317].

Figure 7a.Hibiscus tiliaceud..

Figure 7b. Hibiscus tiliaceud..
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